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If ever he have child, abortive be it,
Prodigious, and untimely brought to light,
Whose ugly and unnatural aspect
May fright the hopeful mother at the view,
And that be heir to his unhappiness!                            25
If ever he have wife, let her be made
More miserable by the death of him
Than I am made by my young lord and thee!
Come now towards Chertsey with your holy load,
Taken from Paul's to be interred there;                         30
And still, as you are weary of this weight,
Rest you, whiles I lament King Henry's corse.
Enter GLOUCESTER,
Glou. Stay, you that bear the corse, and set it down! Anne. What black magician conjures up this fiend,
To stop devoted charitable deeds?                                 35
Glou. Villains, set down the corse! or, by Saint Paul,
I '11 make a corse of him that disobeys ! Gent. My lord, stand back, and let the coffin pass.
25. And, that . . . unhappiness 1} Ff; omitted Qq. 26. made] mad: Q 6. 27. More} Ff; As Qq, 28. Than} Then Ff; As Qq, young} Ff; poore Qq. 31. rteary] Qq i, 2, Ff; a wtarie Qq 3-6. this] Ff; the Qq, 36. Villains] Villaines F i; Villaine Qq. 38. My Lord] omitted Q 6,
22. prodigious] monstrous, unnatural. Compare King John, HI. i. 46.
25. unhappiness} capacity for working mischief. "Unhappy'* is mischievous: see Airs Well that Ends Well) iv. v. 66; and compare Skelton, Against V&nemous Tongues: "Such tongues unhappy hath made great division.*' Compare Lyly, Alexander and Campaspe, v. 4: " I am no thought-catcher, but I guess unhappily"; Fletcher and Massinger, Elder Brother, 1637, iii. 5: "He speaks unhappily " ; Wilkins, Miseries of In-jorst Marriage, 1607, act v.: " I am sure they are greater sinners that made this match, and were unhappy men "; Psalm xiv. 7 (Prayer-Book version): "Destruction and unhappiness is i their ways."
29, 30, See Holinshed, iii. 699 * The body of Henry VI. was'" co
with billes and glaues pompouslie (if you will call that a funerall pompe) *' from the Tower to St. Paul's on Ascension Eve, 22nd May, 1471, It remained in St. Paul's during Ascension Day " on a beire or coffen bare faced," where it was reported to have bled in the presence of spectators. It was then taken to the Blackfriars, "and bled there likewise." Next day, it was taken by boat to Chertsey "without priest or derke, torch or taper, singing or saieng," and was buried in the abbey. Richard III., in August, 1484, removed the body to St. George's Chapel at Windsor. Henry VII. strove to obtain leave from Pop
